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South Side Community Council hosted a 

public forum on June 29 to begin a dialogue 

about the challenges and 

benefits surrounding the 

South Sideõs ever-popular 

n i g h t t i m e  

economy.  Panel ists  

Thomas Barry, former 

owner of Barryõs Pub; 

Geof Comings with 

Sou th  Side  Loca l  

Development Company; 

life-long resident Wanda 

Jankoski, also active with 

South Side Planning Forum; and Bryan Woll, 

from the Office of Councilman Bruce Kraus, 

shared some key statistics and lessons 

learned from other communities. Both Barry 

and Jankoski also serve on the SSCC Board 

of Directors. 

While most locals recognize bars and restau-

rants have helped the neighborhood to thriveñ

resulting in some of the  

highest properties values in 

the cityñfew will disagree 

that this success has also 

brought increased challenges 

around safety, vandalism, 

noise, and other disruptive 

behavior. Much of which is a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  o v e r  

consumption of alcohol. 

According to Comings, our 

neighborhood generates $50 million in revenues 

from bars alone. There are a total of 88 liquor 

licenses from S. Eighth Street to the Southside 

Works, 58 of which are located on E. Carson 

Street. The combined maximum occupancy of 

 

GRAFFITI  REMOVAL  AND  PREVENTION : 

THE NEW  GOOD  ADDICTION . 

When Graffiti Watch volunteers began 

their efforts two years ago, the increasing 

presence of graffiti on the South Side was 

reaching epidemic proportions, signaling  

that we were a passive and powerless com-

munity allowing graffiti vandals to destroy 

our property and our community.   

Now if you look around the South Side, you 

can see that the amount of graffiti has sig-

nificantly diminished.  Residents, along with 

property and business owners now believe 

that we have the ability to remove and pre-

vent graffiti in our community. 

Those involved in removing graffiti and 

keeping a spot graffiti free have found the 

accomplishments satisfying and addic-

tive.  They are on the look out for 

new graffiti and take swift action to have it re-

moved by talking to property owners about 

removal, reporting the graffiti to 311, and paint-

ing over the graffiti during Graffiti Paint-Outs.  

They also look forward to meeting their 

neighbors and making new friends as a result of 

working together. 

When youõve been involved in preventing and 

removing graffiti for awhile you may notice that 

somehow you spot graffiti that needs to be re-

moved without even thinking.  But beware!  

That happened to me while riding my bicycle on 

Jane Street.  Luckily I saw the oncoming car be-

fore it was too late. 

Graffiti Watch welcomes participation from anyone  

interested in preventing and removing graffiti on the South 

Side. Attend our next Graffiti watch meeting on 9/16 or 

help at the Graffiti Paint-Outs on 9/26.  
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Next  

Graffiti Watch  

Meeting on  

Sept. 16 
 

 

All are welcome to attend  
Graffiti Watch meetings,  

held at 7pm  
on the third Wednesday  

of the month at  
Brashear Center.   

   
For information, call  

412-496-2272 or  
email:  

graffitiwatch@gmail.com 

Towards the end of September, South 

Side Community Council will launch its 

third annual holiday pie fundraiser .   

Delicious 10-inch pies come in apple, 

peach, cherry, strawberry/rhubarb, pump-

kin, apple/cranberry, and peach/blueberry.  

What better way to celebrate the seasons 

by serving fruity pies? 

Please look forward to further details in 

the South Pittsburgh Reporter and via 

ema i l  f r om SScommu n i t y ta sk -

force@yahoo.com. Thanks to all our 

members for their support! 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER RESULTS OF A SATURDAY GRAFFITI WATCH CLEAN UP  
 Far Away View Before  Closer View Before  Finished View After  

SSCC Third  

Annual Pie Sale  

Approaching  

 

these establishments, at 20,000, is greater 

than the capacity of Mellon Arena. 

Barry noted, as both a resident and bar 

owner, that òSouth Side has become the 

ôcenterõ of the city,ó and has become a top 

destination for locals and Pittsburghõs out-

of-town visitors alike. 

So how can South Side sustain a thriving 

and inviting nighttime economyñwithout 

negatively impacting residents or daytime 

businesses? 

Barry, Comings, Jankoski, and Kraus 

shared their findings from the Responsible 

Hospitality Instituteõs Networking Confer-

ence, which they attended in San Francisco 

last November. They exchanged ideas, 

best practices, and success stories with 

Hospitality Zone (Continued) 
130 participants from 59 cities. 

Jankoski reported that similar 

neighborhoods in other cities are 

having success by increasing police 

beat patrols, involving student com-

munities, and offering training pro-

grams for bartenders and bouncers. 

The key, she emphasized, is being 

proactive and having everyone in-

volved. 

The councilman distributed a  

summary of city codes key to South 

Side hospitality businesses and stated 

he is looking for ways to work with 

police, the fire marshal, and the  

Bureau of Building Inspections to  

increase enforcement. Specific  

concerns include occupancy code 

limits, underage drinking, and crowd 

control. Krause said he will request state 

resources and funding, as E. Carson Street 

is a state highway.  

Woll also presented ideas based on his 

research that include forming a 

òresponsible hospitality partnershipó 

among stakeholders; adopting a òcode 

cooperation teamó similar to one found in 

Seattle; asking city law enforcement for a 

dedicated policing unit that treats week-

ends on the South Side similar to special 

events, as would be done at events at Mel-

lon Arena, etc.; and forming ombudsmen 

or concierge programs with businesses. 

Watch for additional programming  

surrounding this issue and share your 

thoughts, opinions, and suggestions with  

S S C C  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  a t 

www.southsidecommunitycouncil.org. 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

IMPORTANT  DATES  TO REMEMBER 

9/08 ð  Planning Forum Mtg. regarding  

 SS Library @ Brashear Center 

9/12 ð  South Side Park Cleanup @ 

 South Side Park 

9/16 ð  Graffiti Watch Meeting: 

 7pm @ Brashear Center 

9/19 ð  Community Cleanup Day:  

 Meet @ 18th & Carson Lot 

9/26 ð  Graffiti Watch Paint-Out: 

 Meet @ 18th & Carson Lot 

http://www.southsidecommunitycouncil.org
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Edith Barrett, a lift long resident of the South Side, was nominated by all 

eight of her children.  She is a selfless wife and mother who, while raising a family, 

attended to and cared for sick neighbors, volunteered at her childrenõs school cafe-

teria, and assisted in all of her parishõs events. 

Her entire life has been dedicated to her family, her neighbors, her neighborhood, 

and her church.   

 

Outstanding South Sider Award 
South Side Community Council is proud to recognize 

these 2009 òOutstanding South Sideró Award Recipients. 

Kathy Fajerski is also a life long resident of 

the South Side, who was nominated for her compas-

sion and dedication to her family, her neighbors, and her church.  

For years, Kathy tended to neighbors who were sickly and alone, and she made special 

efforts to ensure those individuals had home cooked meals during holiday seasons.  

Kathy has also volunteered at her childrenõs school and church for yearsñworking in 

many capacities.          

Steve Root is a board member of South Side Community Council and 

also the founder of South Side Community Councilõs Graffiti Watch action group. 

For years, he has toiled effortlessly to bring residents and businesses together in 

combating graffiti blight in our neighborhood.  His dedication to preserving the 

beauty of our neighborhood is greatly appreciated by many residents and busi-

ness owners throughout the community. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Edith Barret, Kathy Fajerski, and Steve Root! 

South Side Community Council extends its appreciation for your dedication and  

commitment to family and community. 

Special thanks goes to Piperõs Pub, 17th Street Caf®, and Fat Heads for their gifts in kind to our Awardees.  


