
  

 Please mail your application to: 
 South Side Community Council 
 c/o  Brashear Center 
 2005 Sarah Street 
 Pittsburgh, PA  15203 

What is South Side  
Community Council? 
 

South Side Community Council (SSCC) is a non-profit 
(501© (3)), non-partisan, charitable organization.  Members 
must be real property owners or tenants for either com-
mercial or residential use in the South Side’s 16th or 17th 
Wards. 

Annual Membership Dues = $10 per household 

Membership discounts are available to senior citizens, for   
others on a fixed income, or those with special needs.  

Membership Benefits 
 

INFORMATION & EDUCATION 
• South Side Community Council hosts programs on top-

ics of interest that are open to the public.   
• Members receive a copy of SSCC’s SouthSide Lights news-

letter four times a year. 
 

ADVOCACY & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
• You have first hand knowledge of issues affecting the 

Community and have a outlet to voice your concerns. 
• Work with residents who feel the same about issues 

affecting the community. 
• SSCC connects its members with activities that benefit 

the entire community, such as the Trash Bash. 
• SSCC Board Members serve on committees and boards 

for various South Side organizations and offer these or-
ganizations insight regarding residents’ issues and con-
cerns.   

• In addition, SSCC provides financial support for local 
organizations like the Brashear Association.   

 

SOCIAL 
• SSCC offers its members opportunities to meet their 

neighbors and have some fun! 
 

WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN SSCC? 
SSCC offers you an opportunity to: 
• Build positive relationships with your neighbors 
• Voice your concerns and issues to government officials 
• Affect change in YOUR neighborhood! 

Membership Application 
Contact Information: 

Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________ 

Phone - Day: ____________________________________ 

Phone - Evening: _________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________ 

□  Yes!  Save a stamp - email me the SSCC Newsletter! 

Payment Information: 

□ Enclosed is my $10 check or money order made payable to 
the South Side Community Council. 

□ Enclosed is an additional donation of $_____ in support of 
the South Side Community Council’s efforts. 

□ I am interested in make an in-kind donation of materials or 
services.  Please contact me. 

Involvement: 

Yes! I want to get involved…please call me about the: 

• Internal Processes Subcommittees: 

□ Membership Committee - Recruit new members! 

□ Communications/Marketing Committee - Get the word out 
about SSCC programs and community efforts. 

□ Event Planning 

□ Fundraising Committee - Raise money for the SSCC’s ef-
forts in the South Side 

•  External Relations Subcommittees: 
□ University Relations 

□ Neighborhood Community Liaison 

□ Business Liaison 

• Activism & Advocacy Subcommittees: 
□ Graffiti Watch - Fight and eliminate vandalism 

□ Beautification/Green N’at – Community Artwork, Land-
scaping and Help combat litter/trash 

□ Public Safety - Address quality-of-life issues across the 

neighborhood including safety 

□ Building & Zoning Committee - Work on zoning, ACHD 
and BBI residential issues 

• Other Interest  

• I have a questions and/or issue regarding our  
community.  Please contact me! 

SouthSide Lights 
A COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER   

Save South Side Hospital 
Postcard Writing Campaign 

 

South Side Community 
Council, Inc. 
Brashear Center 

2005 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15203 

412.431.2236 
www.southsidecommunity 

council.org 
 

Board of Directors 
Joe Bielecki, President 
Jim Anderson, 1st VP 

Wanda Jankoski, 2nd VP 
Jason Imbrogno, Treasurer 

Eve Trbovich, Secretary 
Thomas Barry 
Virginia Carik 

Chuck Half 
Andrew Lang 
Brady Lutsko  
Gail Matchett 
Susan McCoy 

Steve Root 
Roberta Stackawitz 

Jo Kenney - Director Emeritus  

Save South Side Hospital Postcard Writ-
ing Campaign is still going on Strong. If 
you are  against the UPMC conglomerate 
closing South Side Hospital, you 
still have the opportunity to 
write postcards to G. Nicholas 
Beckwith, III, Chairperson of the 
UPMC Board of Directors, and 
explain why you want South Side 
Hospital to remain open.  

Please continue to keep this campaign 
alive! On a postcard, write why you feel 
the hospital should not close. Then ad-
dress the postcard to: 

G. Nicholas Beckwith, III 
1 Little Lane 

Pittsburgh, PA  15212-1552 

Place your return address on the 
postcard and pop it in the mail.  Or 
you can pick up or drop cards off for 
postage at The South Pittsburgh 
Reporter office, 813 East Warring-
ton Avenue in Allentown or at the 
South Side Notary, 2800 Sarah 

Street on the South Side during business hours. 

South Side Hospital is a life line for both the 
residents and the business district. Let’s work 
to keep South Side Hospital open!! 

GRAFFITI WATCH  
(Graffiti Watch is an action committee of South Side Community Council) 

On November 1, 2008, Graffiti Watch and 
Graffiti Busters engaged in a remarkable 
effort to remove and prevent graffiti on 
the South Side. Graffiti Busters Crews 
worked on many graffiti sites as they re-
moved graffiti from unpainted brick and 
block. At the same time about 22 Graffiti 
Watch volunteers, and Gene Ricciardi's 
community service workers painted over 
graffiti that was on painted surfaces. We 
covered a lot of territory on the South 
Side and many have commented on the 
noticeable reduction of graffiti on South 
side properties.  Paul Lorincy came 
through with an ample supply of paint and 

Supplies.  Sarah Alessio from PRC organized 
the paint –out site groupings.  Crew leaders 
were Bruce Kraus, Jim Sheridan, Dan Bu-
dosh, Elaine Wizzard. The volunteers who 
worked with them included: Gail Matchett 
and her grandson, Jen Jeffers, Dan Pietra-
gallo, Jen Fuma, Gary Tuckfelt, Paige Tuck-
felt, Julie Poletta, Dan Budosh, Colleen, 
Kathleen Petrillo, Dianne Anderson and oth-
ers who joined us. Penny Folino provided a 
meeting place and free appetizers at Tom's 
for our post Paint–Out social gathering. We 
wore our Graffiti Watch t-shirts for the first 
time and are grateful to Marshall Elevator, 
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Second Annual Pie Sale 
Another Success!! 

 

Under the leadership and organization of 
board member Susan McCoy, SSCC kicked 
off its Second Annual Holiday Pie Fundraiser to terrific suc-
cess.  In addition to the apple, peach, cherry, strawberry/
rhubarb and pumpkin pies we sold last year we offered 
apple/cranberry and peach/blueberry.  Of the 228 pies sold, 
pumpkin was the most popular.  Thanks to all who sup-
ported South Side Community Council by purchasing pies!! 

A r e   y o u   w i l l i n g   t o: 
 
 

□ Make phone calls to keep community members informed of 
events developing in our neighborhood? 
 

□  Canvas neighbors on their thoughts and ideas?  
 

□  Collect signatures on petitions? 
 

□  Correspond via letters/emails to update and inform neighbors? 
 

□ Contact government representatives on issues affecting the 
neighborhood? 
 

□  Give financial donations for postage and paid ads? 
 

□  Attend ZBA (Zoning Board of Adjustments), LCB (Liquor Con-
trol Board) meetings , etc. to help support our neighbors and ad-
dress our opposition or agreement? 
 

□ Take photos of graffiti, trash and other infractions within the 
neighborhood and report them? 
 

□  Volunteer for clean ups or graffiti paint outs? 
 

□  Keep logs of 911 calls and police and emergency response 
times? 
 

□ Organize your neighbors and/or remind them of policies and 
procedures (e.g. trash pickup days, recycling, etc.)? 
 

□  Attend City Council Hearings pertaining to issues that will im-
pact our neighborhood? 
 

□  Vocally state your position at a City Council Hearing pertaining 
to issues that will impact our neighborhood? 
 

□  Picket or protest when an issue requires this action? 
 

□ We are always seeking new suggestions and ideas on how to  
support South Side.  Please share yours! 
 

SSCC Volunteerism 
Volunteerism for SSCC in 2008 is up significantly from 
previous years, and SSCC is thrilled to see such enthu-
siasm and engagement throughout the neighborhood.  
One of the most important aspects of volunteerism is 
ensuring volunteers are involved in events or programs 
that are personal to them.  This summer, the board 
created a Resident Involvement Questionnaire to bet-
ter understand the issues people are most passionate 
about and willing to volunteer their time.   

To SSCC members and anyone interested in volunteer-
ing, please complete the form below and forward to:  

    South Side Community Council / Community Task Force 

    c/o Susan McCoy 

    81 South 15th Street 

    Pittsburgh, PA  15203     

    Email:  spaolozzi@comcast.net  
 

Name:      

Address:      

Phone:      

Board members, their families and friends got to-
gether over a two week period and prepared deli-
cious food for the Joanne Salopek Holiday Fair 
held at the Market House on December 6, 2008.  
They had a lot of fun making soups, chili, meatballs, 
hot sausage, and Haluski for vendors and visitors 
to enjoy.  Pierogies, made by the Christian Moth-
ers of Prince of Peace Parish were also served.    

COMMUNITY COUNCIL COOKS FOR THE JOANNE SALOPEK HOLIDAY FAIR 
A special thank you to Penny Folino from Tom’s 
Diner for many food donations and the use of her 
equipment.  (And United American Bank for helping 
pay for ingredients.)????  It was another successful 
fundraiser and the proceeds covered the cost of toys 
donated to The Brashear Association’s annual Toy 
Drive. 

Brashear Toy Drive 
For the past several years, South Side Community Council has 
committed to giving back to the community by helping the 
Brashear Association bring additional joy to families in our 
area. In early December, South Side Community Council 
Board Members Eve Trbovich and Wanda Jankoski headed out 
to buy Christmas gifts for South Pittsburgh children.   SSCC 
spent $507 on games, arts and crafts supplies, toys, and sports 
equipment.  The Board will continue this tradition helping to 
make the holidays a little brighter for our neighbors. 
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South Side Community Council 
would like to thank  

Copies At Carson  
and its  

contributing authors  

for their outstanding support of  

SouthSide Lights 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Please look for our next  

quarterly edition in April 2009 

SSCC Open Meeting 
 

What:   Join us for a Meet & Greet with Zone 3  

 Commander Catherine McNeilly. 
  

 Attend, learn and listen more about Zone 
 3 Reconstructuring; Number and 
Scheduling of Patrols and Bicycle Cops; 
Neighborhood Policing Efforts; and What 
to do in the event of… 

  

 Light refreshments will be served. 
     

  When: February 23, 2009 @ 7PM 
 

  Where: Brashear Center, 2005 Sarah Street 

Since South Side Community Council’s Annual Election 
of New Board Members this past June, we have had a 
few more Board vacancies. Long time Board Member, 
and 1st Vice President Mary Ellen Leigh and Member 
Kerry Donahue have resigned. We wish them well in 
their new endeavors.  Many thanks to them for their 
years of dedicated service! 

We also welcome Jim Anderson, who was voted in as 
1st Vice President and Brady Lutsko, who will be chair-
ing our Communications Committee.  

Congratulations and Welcome Aboard!! 

Farewells & Welcomes 

 

Attention Future    Attention Future    Attention Future       
Zone CaptainsZone CaptainsZone Captains!!!   
The Community Task Force is continuing its 

search for zone captains!  Under the direction 

of chairwoman Susan McCoy, Community Task Force is begin-

ning a new process of uniting our neighborhood by segmenting it 

into zones.  By dividing South Side into zones with each zone 
under the direction and support of a zone captain, tasks become 

more manageable and progress becomes real.  Captains will de-
velop subcommittees within their zone to address all quality of 

life issues – litter, graffiti, crime, zoning and much more.   

Below is the proposed redesign map of the South Side Flats 10-

Zone Subdivision.  Can you spot your Zone?  Would you like 

to help preserve the Quality of Life in our Neighborhood? 

 

 

To succeed in this initiative,  

we need volunteers!   

Please consider making a differ-
ence in your neighborhood by 
becoming a zone captain.  If you 
are interested in volunteering, 
please contact: 

 

A Big Thank You goes to Jerry Morosco for his help reconfiguring the new zoning map!! 

Susan McCoy 

412-481-0648 

spolozzi@comcast.net  
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WWe’re Jumping On the Big Green Wagon e’re Jumping On the Big Green Wagon   
Yes, yes… we know that South Side 
is a bit of a concrete jungle.  But by 
now, if you haven’t heard that being 
green means more than simply having 
a lot of grass, then surely you’ve been 
living under a rock.  SSCC is thrilled 
to announce the creation of its Beau-
tification Action Team – Green 
N’at! 

It is the vision of Green N’at to uphold 
a premiere aesthetic for South Side 
community stakeholders in an environ-
mentally responsible manner.  

Whoa, that was fancy.  What does it 
mean?  Well, right now that means 
being proactive about cleaning up 
litter throughout our neighborhood; 
it means educating residents and busi-
ness owners about how to properly 
handle their rubbish; it means recy-
cling what we can recycle (and that’s 
a WHOLE LOT!). 

So we’re cleaning up. What e l s e ?  

Well, Green N’at hopes you (yes, you) 
our neighbors care enough about your 
‘hood to get involved.  We’ve got some 
ideas of things we’d love to see happen – 
commission of art installations, simple 

landscaping throughout the green spaces 
we do have in South Side – but we know 
you’ve got great ideas too!  So stop 
hoarding them!  Now is the time and 
South Side is your place… seize it. 

Raising your hand and saying “Yes, I want 

to help” is not a pledge to relinquish 
all of your free time. All we’re asking 
is that you give what you are willing 
and able to give.  Whether it’s a few 
hours one Saturday or just an idea 
that’s been tumbling around your 
head, everyone’s contribution 
counts.  Really! Enough chatter.  

Here’s what you do: 

⇨ First, get in touch with Terra 

McBride at 

 terrayoungblood@yahoo.com.   

At the very least, you can ask 
her why her email doesn’t match 
her name. 

⇨  Second, ask Terra any questions 

that you may have about Green 
N’at. 

⇨ Third, tell Terra what you’re 

willing and not willing to do.   

THAT’S IT! 

 

 

Have you noticed that 
m o s t  g a r b a g e /
recycling containers 
on the South Side 
have been graffit-
ied?  We have 
brought this blight to 
the attention of Allied Waste and 
learned that they would like to re-
move the graffiti but are backlogged 
with maintenance orders and re-

painting is less of a priority. So 
Allied Waste has given Graffiti 
Watch sole permission to paint 
over the graffiti on their con-
tainers.  They will supply us with 

paint kits and when 
weather permits  we 
will paint the contain-
ers.  If you would like 
Graffiti Watch to 
paint your container 
or other Allied Waste 
containers in your 
South Side neighbor-
hood and/or if you 

would like to volunteer to paint 
the containers please contact 
Graffiti Watch at: graffiti-
watch@gmail.com or call Steve 
Root at 412-496-2272. 

Have You  

Noticed ? 
tapped resources to gather info for the com-
munity and when included in the solution proc-
ess, they helped institute programs like: Men-
toring, Last Drink Data and Three Strikes 
You’re Out. Last Drink Data utilizes reports of 
people arrested for an alcohol-related offense. 
Individuals are asked where they had their “last 
drink” and this information is tabulated, and 
used to identify patterns among establishments. 
Through good planning, problems were kept 
under control. 

The conference provided excellent information 
and great ideas to take back and share with 
our City of Pittsburgh officials, and our South 
Side Business and Community organizations to 
unify a new vibrant South Side for all to enjoy. 

Best Practices Conference 
(Continued from Page 3 ) 

In November 2008, SSCC Board Member 
Wanda Jankoski, SSCC Board Member 
and Member-Chamber, Restaurant & Bar 
Association, Thom Barry, along with 
Councilman Bruce Kraus, SSLDC Mgr of 
Community Planning, Judy Dyda, and 
SSLDC-Mgr of Business 
Development Geof 
Cummings, attended the 
Best Practices Confer-
ence held in San Fran-
cisco. The goals of the 
five delegates’ were to 
gather information, and 
address top concerns and priorities for a 
wide range of interest groups of the 
South Side. 

The conference was presented by the 
Responsible Hospitality Institute (RHI), 
an organization that assists cities plan for 
new or transitioning hospitality zones 
while enhancing development and mini-
mizing impacts on government resources, 
businesses and residents’ Quality of Life. 

Case studies 
from Boulder, 

Vancouver, Chicago and Providence were 
examined. These cities presented com-
prehensive approaches and innovative 
solutions in Planning, Managing, and Polic-
ing Hospitality Zones through coordi-
nated systems and city-wide collabora-

tions to insure vibrancy and safety to all 
areas. What was most noticeable was 
how South Side possesses many of the 
same concerns, as all cities expressed a 
need for Quality of Life issues to be bal-
anced and enforced. 

The word “proactive” was stressed 
throughout the conference and all of the 
solutions that were suggested produced 
great results. Some cities decided to insti-
tute professional programs where Bar 

Servers and Bouncers received security 
training, became certified and were 
knowledgeable about the necessary 
policies to support the training. Some 
cities established relationships among 
neighbors, police and business owners 
to ensure safe and enjoyable atmos-
pheres within a community.  And Seat-

tle initiated a program 
called the Joint Enforce-
ment Team, (JET) that 
united all City Depart-
ments: Police, Fire, Health, 
and BBI to coordinate 
meetings to discuss en-
forcement of code and 

occupancy violations. Through the team 
effort and cooperation between city 
government, residents, business owners 
and students, Quality of Life issues were 
greatly improved. 

Cities with college towns emphasized 
that college students and residents 
should be able to co-exist peacefully 
together. Students were seen as un-

BEST PRACTICES CONFERENCE 
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Zoltun Design, Custom Printed 
Graphics, The Preztel Shop, Min-
uteman Press, Firewater Restora-
tion, and ShoreBest for financial 
and in-kind contributions. 

Graffiti Watch will continue to 
have graffiti paint-outs through-
out the winter months as 
weather permits. Also we ask that you 
look around your neighborhood and if 
you see graffiti please send us the ad-
dress and type of surface it is on  (i.e. on 
painted surface and/or on unpainted 
brick/block).  If you could send pictures 
with identifying addresses that would be 
helpful but not a requirement. 

We also encourage South Siders to 
participate in the Graffiti Watch Adopt 
A Spot Program.   

For more information about re-
porting and removal of graffiti 
and the Adopt A Spot Program, 
contact : Steve Root.  Phone: 412
-496-2272 or by  

Email: graffitiwatch@gmail.com.  

Graffiti Watch  
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

Graffiti Watch  
Calendar Listing 

 

Graffiti Watch meetings are at 7 PM on the 
third Wednesday of the month at the 

Brashear Center.   

All are welcome.   

For information call 412-496-2272 or  

Email: graffitiwatch@gmail.com 
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